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Development planned to help wildlife 

New guidelines will help town planners and developers to protect the habitat of the region’s 

iconic mahogany glider and cassowary. 

The Cassowary Recovery Team Chair Andrew Maclean said that habitat corridors connecting 

sections of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area are very important for the long term survival of 

cassowaries. They are a vital part of every Council’s new planning scheme.  

Andrew said, “Well planned development can cater for the needs of our endangered species 

like the cassowary and the mahogany glider. Good planning makes sure that their habitat is 

conserved and includes ecological corridors for wildlife to move across the landscape. Threats 

such as land clearing, car strikes and dog attacks can be minimised, while still allowing people 

to enjoy the animals in their natural habitat.” 

Planning Institute Australia’s Nikki Huddy said that the guidelines have identified good planning 

and environmental outcomes and allow planners and developers to make informed decisions in 

managing this important local resource. 

Terrain brought community, industry and government groups together to write the voluntary 

guidelines.  

Nikki said, “The planning and development industry has appreciated the opportunity to be 

involved in the drafting of the guideline and welcomes the opportunity to work with Terrain in 

this cooperative way in the future.” 

Cassowary Coast Mayor Bill Shannon said it was important to preserve iconic species such as 

the cassowary and mahogany glider. 

Cr Shannon said the documents were useful tools, with options that could be considered in 

planning scheme matters.  

With councils working on their new planning schemes now, Wildlife Queensland’s (WPSQ) 

Suzie Smith said the guidelines are very timely and useful documents.  



 

 

 

Suzie said, “The local community is now much more aware of the work being done to safeguard 

the habitats of these two iconic species. Therefore the public expects planners and land-use 

managers to be well informed and mindful of the importance of their habitats and special needs. 

WPSQ is delighted that these excellent tools are now available and can be put to immediate 

use by the Cassowary Coast Regional Council and others for the benefit of our unique wildlife." 

The guidelines are available from Terrain on 4043 8000 or info@terrain.org.au 
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